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Monday, June 14, 2004

Rainfall boosts levels of lakes

Metro Detroit waterfront property owners, anglers cheer increase tied to
heavy rains

By John Wisely / The Detroit News
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HARRISON TOWNSHIP — Heavy,
recent rains that have flooded basements
and roads have also boosted Michigan’s
lake levels.

The higher water levels across Metro Detroit have buoyed spirits as well
as boats, and offered hope to anglers and waterfront property owners who
have suffered from below-average lake levels for the past five years.

“Last year, I couldn’t get my boat home. (The water) was too shallow,”
said Jim Krause, who lives on Lake St. Clair in Harrison Township.
“Now, it’s docked right outside my house where it belongs.”

Lake St. Clair is up 9 inches from last June. Lakes Michigan and Huron
are up 1 foot.

“Normally at this time, the lake levels are rising but with all the rain,
they’ve been rising, even faster,” said Scott Thieme of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers in Detroit. “We’ve definitely had an increase.”

Great Lakes levels have been below average since 1999 — but they were
above average for 30 years before that, Thieme said.

“Anything like this helps,” he said.

 Metro/State 

●   Metro/State index for
Monday, June 14, 2004

●   Rainfall boosts levels
of lakes

●   Rain pours mess on
Metro Detroiters

●   Cop injured, suspect
killed

●   Auto supplier deal is
rejected

Rainfall boosts levels of lakes - 06/14/04

http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/b01-182574.htm (1 of 3) [6/14/2004 1:42:42 PM]

http://www.detnews.com/metro/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/b01-182574.htm/16224/Top1/apts.com-promo-468x60/neighborhoodrust.gif/39623466386166643430613338633630?
http://www.detnews.com/metro/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/metro/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/index.htm
http://info.detnews.com/poll/
http://info.detnews.com/feedback/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/photogalleries/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/weather/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/horoscope/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/lottery/index.htm
http://info.detnews.com/giveaways/index.cfm
http://www2.uclick.com/client/tno/cx/
http://www.detnews.com/search/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/search/staff.htm
http://www.detnews.com/autosinsider/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/autosconsumer/index.htm
http://info.detnews.com/autosconsumer/autoreviews.cfm
http://www.cars.com/carsapp/detnews/?szc=48226&srv=parser&act=display&tf=/features/incentives/incentives_index.tmpl
http://www.cars.com/carsapp/detnews/?szc=Enter+Zip+Code&srv=report&act=index&tf=/quick_newmodels-index.tmpl
http://info.detnews.com/joyrides/
http://www.detnews.com/business/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/money/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/careers/index.htm
http://detnews.micareerbuilder.com/
http://www.detnews.com/realestate/index.htm
http://www.mihomehunt.com/?detnews
http://www.detnews.com/metro/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/wayne/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/oakland/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/macomb/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/livingston/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/commuting/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/obituaries/index.htm
http://www.detroitnewspapers.com/deathnotices/index.cfm?detnews
http://www.detnews.com/schools/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/specialreports/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/editorial/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/VOICES/index.htm
http://info.detnews.com/history/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/b01-182586.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/b01-182586.htm
javascript:comments(letteradress)
javascript:comments(letteradress)
javascript:shareit()
javascript:shareit()
https://secure.detroitnewspapers.com/circ/cgi-bin/delivery.plx?selectedpaper=detnews
https://secure.detroitnewspapers.com/circ/cgi-bin/delivery.plx?selectedpaper=detnews
http://www.detnews.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/b01-182574.htm/13023/Middle/miwheelshunt-boats-dnfp-sky/120x600buysellboat.gif/39623466386166643430613338633630?
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/b01-182586.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/b01-182586.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/metro-182896.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/metro-182896.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/b01-182580.htm
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0406/14/b01-182580.htm


Nation/World
Politics/Gov
Census
Health
Religion
Technology

Sports

Sports Insider
LIons/NFL
Pistons/NBA
Red Wings/NHL
Tigers/MLB
Shock/WNBA
MSU
U-M
More Colleges
High Schools
Golf
Motor Sports
Outdoors
More Sports
Scoreboards

Entertainment

Entertainment
Events
-- Event Finder
Movies/TV/DVD
-- Movie Finder
-- TV Listings
Eats & Drinks
-- Restaurants
-- Wine Report
Books
CD Reviews
Escapes
Casino Guide
Michigan's Best

Living

Lifestyle
Homestyle
Fitness

Forums

News Talk
Faith Talk
Autos Talk
Wings Talk
Lions Talk
Pistons Talk
Tigers Talk
Big 10 Talk
High Schools

Higher lake levels reduce damage to pleasure boaters, who have less
chance of running aground, and improve shipping efficiency by letting
freighters load more weight on each run, without scraping bottom in the
shallow shipping channels, Thieme said.

Inland lakes also are higher as a result of all the rain, Oakland County
Drain Commissioner John McCulloch said.

“For the most part, the lake levels are up and will provide a great
recreational summer for the lakefront owners,” McCulloch said.

McCulloch said some low-lying waterfront property owners have seen
water creeping up their back yards, but he hasn’t heard any reports of
home damage tied to rising lake levels.

Commerce Lake is up more than 10 inches since last June. Walled Lake
is up almost 8 inches. Lake Waumegah in Springfield Township is up
more than 3 inches since last June and even more since early spring, said
Dr. Paul Haduck, chair of the Waumegah Lake Board.

“We can actually cast out there and not hit dry land,” said Haduck, who
fishes with his 6-year-old son, P.J. “It’s made the fishing a lot better,
too.”

You can reach John Wisely at (313) 222-2035 or jwisely@detnews.com.
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